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What Is WellComm?
WellComm is a speech and language screening tool used to help identify preschool and primary aged children with language and communication difficulties, so that appropriate support can be provided.
How Is the Screening Completed?
[bookmark: _Hlk194648484][bookmark: _Hlk194648090]Children are screened using a combination of questions for nursery/school staff and toy and picture-based activities. This ensures that the results and conclusions drawn are more accurate than using one approach alone. There is no time limit on the screening. For some children, the screening is completed over several sessions. It depends on the pace suitable for the child, the number of levels needed to complete the assessment and any breaks that the child needs on the day. For younger children, many of the questions are observational and these are completed by talking to nursery/school staff. 
Screening Results
Your child’s screen will tell us whether their language skills are developing as expected for their age or whether they would benefit from a bit of extra support to develop these skills. In some cases, screening might highlight that a referral to the core Speech and Language Therapy Service for further support would be beneficial.
What Is Typical Language Development and How Can We Help at Home?
Follow the link below to find a helpful guide on the typical stages of speech and language development in young children.
https://speechandlanguage.org.uk/help-for-families/ages-and-stages/

If you are told that your child could benefit from a bit of extra support, there are lots of useful resources that you can access online. Please refer to our signposting handout for lots of helpful links.

What Skills Does the WellComm Assess?
The skills assessed depends on the age of the child. If a child does not pass the section for their age range, they will be screened using previous sections until they pass. See the table on the next page which displays some of the skills the WellComm assessed in each age group. Please note, the screening tool has not been designed to provide a specific language age. It is used to identify areas of strengths and needs, so that appropriate support can be provided to help improve children’s language skills.


	Age
	Some of the skills that were assessed

	
6-11 months

	· babbling (eg “mamamama”)
· using gestures (e.g. pointing with whole hand or finger)
· copying actions (e.g. clapping)
· relating 2 objects together (e.g. banging 2 things together)

	
1 – 1 year 5 months
	· giving a requested item (e.g. “give me the cup/key”)
· pretending to use objects (e.g. pretend to give themselves a drink)
· following simple instructions (e.g. get your coat)
· beginning to use single words (e.g. “milk” or “mummy”)

	
1 year 6 months –
1 year 11 months
	· following 2-word instructions (e.g. “put the key on the plate”)
· occasionally putting two words together (e.g. “daddy gone”)
· naming around 10 everyday objects or people that are familiar to them
· carrying out actions on toys (e.g. “brush teddy”) 

	
2 years – 2 years 5 months
	· understanding the concept broken
· following 3-word instructions (e.g. “brush teddy’s leg”)
· putting 2 words together most of the time (e.g. “teddy jump”)
· remembering 2 items (e.g. “give me the plate and the ball”) 

	

2 years 6 months – 2 years 11 months 
	· understanding in and under
· beginning to interact with other children in play
· understanding and responding to where questions (e.g. “where do we eat dinner?”)
· using plurals correctly (e.g. saying “cats” when there is more than one cat)

	

3 years – 3 years 5 months
	· understanding pronouns (e.g. “he” and “she”)
· understanding in front and behind
· putting together 3-5 words most of the time (e.g. “mummy I want a biscuit”) 
· using the regular past tense (e.g. “washed” “jumped”)


	
3 years 6 months – 3 years 11 months 
	· understanding many and few
· understanding first and last
· using 4–5-word phrases consistently (e.g. “I like playing with Sarah”)
· using comparatives (e.g. “longer”)

	
4 years – 4 years 11 months
	· understanding when questions (e.g. “when do you eat breakfast”)
· using prepositions (“e.g. “in front” and “behind”)
· understanding the concept “after”
· using the correct word ending (e.g. “est” – “tallest”)

	
5 years – 6 years
	· understanding the emotion word “anxious”
· knowing the days of the week in sequence 
· understanding and saying what may happen next
· labelling categories correctly (e.g. fruit/vegetables) 
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Main office: Edward Jenner Court, Pioneer Avenue, Gloucester Business Park, Brockworth, Gloucester, GL3 4AW

We support clinical research. Our ‘Count Me In’ programme gives all service users the opportunity to be involved in research unless
you tell us otherwise. For other information, please visit our patient information page: www.ghc.nhs.uk/patientinfo
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