
 
 

Expectations of 
presentation 

EYFS - R Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Presentation in 
all books 

Teachers to 
model writing 
the date 
Children not 
expected to 
write the date 

Topic and 
English - books 
Day of the week 
Short date 
Maths 
(related to 
learning printed) 

English and topic 
-  
Long date 
(related to 
learning printed) 
Maths - Short 
date  
Title (related to 
learning) 

English/Topic - 
Long date and 
underline 
(related to 
learning) 
Maths - Short 
date 
Title (related to 
learning)  

English/Topic - 
Long date 
underline 
(related to 
learning) 
Maths - Short 
date, title, 
Roman numerals 
(related to 
learning) 

English/Topic - 
Long date 
underline 
(related to 
learning) 
Maths - Short 
date, title, 
Roman numerals 
(related to 
learning) 

English/Topic - 
Long date 
underline 
Title (related to 
learning) 
Maths - Short 
date, title, 
Roman numerals  
(related to 
learning) 

Handwriting 
Learn printed 
letter formation 
alongside 
phonics using 
the Letters and 
Sounds 
Programme 

 Learn letter 
formation using 
‘shape families’: 

Straight line 
print letters: I l t 

Sit correctly at 
the table, 
holding a pencil 
comfortably and 
correctly. 

Begin to form 
lower case 
letters in the 
correct 
direction, 
starting and 
finishing in the 
right place. 

Form capital 

Form lower case 
letters of the 
correct size, 
relative to one 
another. 

Start using some 
of the diagonal 
and horizontal 
strokes needed 
to join letters, 
and understand 
which letters are 
best left 
unjoined. 

Continue to develop their joined up 
handwriting. 

Increase the legibility, consistency 
and quality of their handwriting – 
for example, ensuring that 
downstrokes of letters are straight 
and parallel, not sloping. 

 
 

 

Write with increasing legibility, 
fluency and speed. 
 
Choose which shape of a letter to 
use, and decide whether or not to 
join specific letters. 
 
Choose the writing implement that 
is best suited for a task. 
 



 

 

Print letters: c a 
d o g q e s 

Tunnel print 
letters: n m h b 
p u y 

Diagonal print 
letters: v w k x z 

Hooks, loops 
and line print 
letters: f j r 

They practice 
single letters in a 
handwriting 
book following 
dotted letters. 

Once they have 
mastered the 
printed single 
letter then they 
will go on to 
joining digraphs 
using cursive. 

letters. 

Form the digits 0 
to 9. 

Understand 
which letters 
belong to which 
handwriting 
‘family’ (a group 
of letters that 
are formed in 
the same way). 

 

Write capital 
letters and digits 
of the correct 
size, orientation 
and relationship 
to one another. 

Use spacing 
between words 
that is 
appropriate for 
the size of the 
letters. 


