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Introduction

Severnbanks Primary School values the individuality of all of our pupils. We are committed to
giving all of our pupils every opportunity to achieve the highest possible standards. We do
this by taking account of pupils’ varied life experiences and needs. We offer a broad and
balanced curriculum, and have high expectations for all. The progress, achievements,
attitudes and well-being of all our pupils matter. This policy helps to ensure that this school
promotes the individuality of all our pupils, irrespective of ethnicity, religion, attainment, age,
disability, gender or background.

This is a whole school policy — equality applies to all members of the school community,
pupils, staff, governors, parents and community members.

UNITED NATIONS COVENTION ON THE RIGHTS of the CHILD
ARTICLE 23

Children who have any kind of disability have the right to special care and support, as
well as all the rights in the Convention, so that they can live full and independent lives.

ARTICLE 28

All children have the right to a primary education. Discipline in schools should respect
children’s dignity. Young people should be encouraged to reach the highest level of
education of which they are capable.

ARTICLE 29

Education must develop every child’s personality, talents and abilities to the full. It
must encourage the child’s respect for human rights, as well as respect for their
parents, their own and other cultures, and the environment.

Schools are required under the Equality Act 2010 to have an accessibility plan. The
purpose of the plan is to:

> Increase the extent to which disabled pupils can participate in the curricuium
» Improve the physical environment of the school to enable disabled pupils to take
better advantage of education, benefits, facilities and services provided

» Improve the availability of accessible information to disabled pupils

Severnbanks School aims to treat all its pupils fairly and with respect. This involves providing
access and opportunities for all pupils without discrimination of any kind.

Severnbanks School is also committed to ensuring staff are trained in equality issues with
reference to the Equality Act 2010, including understanding disability issues.

The school supports any available partnerships to develop and implement the plan.
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Legislation and guidance

This document meets the requirements of schedule 10 of the Equality Act 2010 and the
Department for Education (DfE) guidance for schools on the Equality Act 2010.

The Equality Act 2010 defines an individual as disabled if he or she has a physical or mental
impairment that has a ‘substantial’ and ‘long-term’ adverse effect on his or her ability to
undertake normal day to day activities.

Physical or mental impairments can include sensory impairments (such as those affecting
sight and hearing) and learning difficulties. The definition also covers certain medical
conditions when they have a long term and substantial effect on pupils’ everyday lives.

Disability is not the same as special educational needs; not all children who are defined as
having a disability have special educational needs, and vice versa.

Under the Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) Code of Practice, ‘long-term’ is
defined as ‘a year or more’ and ‘substantial’ is defined as ‘more than minor or trivial'. The
definition includes sensory impairments such as those affecting sight or hearing, and long-
term health conditions such as asthma, diabetes, epilepsy and cancer.

Schools are required to make ‘reasonable adjustments’ for pupils with disabilities under the
Equality Act 2010, to alleviate any substantial disadvantage that a disabled pupil faces in
comparison with non-disabled pupils. This can include, for example, the provision of an
auxiliary aid or adjustments to premises.

Removing barriers

The school must make reasonable adjustments to ensure that pupils and members of staff
and of the public are not disadvantaged.

Disabilities can limit the extent to which children are able to participate in the curriculum,
and can impede the delivery of information. So, for example, if a child suffers from hearing
loss, the teacher will always try and face the child when addressing the class, or, in severe
cases, the teacher may wear a microphone and transmitter.

The Accessibility Plan

The Accessibility Plan covers the measures we have already taken, and are still taking, to
improve our school. It sets out the proposals of the Local Academy Committee of our school
to increase access to education for disabled pupils in the three areas required by the
planning duties in the DDA:

1. Increasing the extent to which disabled pupils can participate in the school
curriculum; which includes teaching and learning and the wider curriculum of the
school, such as participation in after school clubs, leisure and cultural activities or
school visits;

2. Improving the environment of the school to increase the extent to which disabled
pupils can take advantage of education and associated services;
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3.

Improving the delivery to disabled pupils of information, which is provided in writing
for pupils who are not disabled.

The physical environment

We will endeavour to improve provision for disabled pupils and staff by developing
the physical environment of the school, within the limits of the resources available.

This policy complies with the Severn Federation Academy Trust funding agreement
and articles of association.

Links with other policies

This accessibility plan is linked to the following policies and documents:

>
>
>

>
>

Individual Risk Assessments

Health and Safety Policy

Equality information and objectives (public sector equality duty) statement for
publication

Special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) information report
Supporting pupils with medical conditions policy

Monitoring

This document will be reviewed every 3 years, but may be reviewed and updated more
frequently if necessary.

It will be approved by the Local Academy Committee.
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